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Tip of the Week: Special Characters on iPhone OS (including iPad) By Sebastian Massey
 
While it’s true that the interface for the iPad is amazingly 
intuitive, its simplicity can sometimes hide a number of 
important advanced features. One such feature I recently 
discovered is the ability to type accent marks with the on-screen 
keyboard. This feature is part of the keyboard, not a particular 
app, so it can be used with Mail, Notes or even Pages.

To type a letter with an accent, simply hold your finger down on 
the letter for a second or two, and a number of options will 
appear. While still holding down your finger, just slide to the 
accented letter you want and release. It’s that simple to type è, ñ, or even ü. Try holding down 
other buttons on the keyboard and see what happens. As another example, try holding down the 
“.com” button in the safari keyboard. It will give you options for other suffixes like “.org” or “.edu.”

These options are incredibly useful and I honestly had no idea they were there until someone who 
needed them asked me how to get accents. I wonder what other hidden powers I can find in the 
iPad and iPhone OS.

Let me know what you’ve found! sebastian@smalldog.com

Software Updates

f o r t m a c  u s e r  g r o u p

www.fortmac.org  Thursday April 15, 2010

mailto:sebastian@smalldog.com
mailto:sebastian@smalldog.com
http://www.fortmac.org
http://www.fortmac.org


iMovie Update - 8.0.6
OS 10 Update - 10.6.3
iTunes - 9.1
QuickTime - 7.6.6
iPhoto - 8.1.2
NeoOffice - 3.0.2 - Patch-3-Intel
Security Update 2010-003
27-inch iMac EFI FW Update 1.0
27-inch iMac SMC Firmware Update 1.0
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